
 
 
 
 
 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.64780/sshr.v1i1.23  1 

The Maccera Tasi' Tradition of Palopo City Fishermen (An 
Anthropological Study of Communication) 
 
Rheka Risky, Efendi P, Hamdani Thaha 

Palopo State Islamic Institute  
  
Correspondence: Hamdani_thaha@iainpalopo.ac.id 
 

Received  January 05,  2025 | Revised  February 08,  2025 | Accepted March 02, 2025 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABSTRACT: 
Background: Local traditions play a crucial role in maintaining the cultural identity of coastal 
communities.  One  such  tradition  is  maccera  tasi',  a  maritime  ritual  practiced  by  fishermen 
in Carede,Palopo City. Although rich in symbolic and spiritual meaning,this tradition has not 
been conducted since 2017, raising concerns over cultural sustainability. 
Aims:This  study aims to explore the cultural meaning embedded in the maccera tasi'tradition 
and to investigate the socio-cultural reasons behind its cessation. 
Methods:  Employing  a  descriptive  qualitative  design,  this  research  utilized  communication 
anthropology  and  ethnological  approaches.  Data  were  collected  through  in-depth  
interviews, observations,  and  documentation  involving  15  informants  from  diverse  
stakeholder  groups, including fishermen, traditional leaders, and cultural officials. 
Results: Findings revealed that maccera tasi'is perceived as an expressionof gratitude, spiritual 
devotion, and social solidarity. Its discontinuation is attributed to shifting religious 
perspectives, lack of government support, and the  impact of modernization. The tradition still 
resonates with the community’s collective memory, though younger generations increasingly 
question its relevance. 
Conclusion:The study high lights that maccera tasi'embodies more than ritual it is a medium 
for symbolic communication, identity negotiation, and community cohesion.Its demise reflects 
broader  societal  transformations,  particularly  the  friction  between  ancestral  customs  and 
evolving  Islamic  values.  However,  the  potential  for  revitalization  remains,  provided  there  
is collaborative   effort   from   local   stakeholders   to   repackage   the   tradition   into   a  
culturally appropriate   and   religiously   acceptable   format.   Theoretically,   the   study 
contributes   to communication anthropology by demonstrating how traditional symbols are 
not only preserved but reinterpreted in response to changing contexts. Practically, it urges 
inclusive cultural policy interventions  to  safeguard  intangible  heritage  through  adaptive,  
participatory,  and  context-sensitivestrategies. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Indonesia is known as an archipelago that is rich in cultural diversity, including customs that 

have been passed down from generation to generation by the ancestors. One form of cultural heritage 
that has high urgency to be researched is the maccera tasi' tradition, which is still believed and carried 
out by coastal communities, especially fishermen in Palopo City (Fariha & Pane, 2023; Haeran, 2019; 
Yunus, 2025) . This tradition is not just a symbolic ritual, but has a deep meaning as a form of gratitude 
for marine products and respect for ancestors. In the context of a modern society that has begun to 
move away from traditional values, cultural preservation such as maccera tasi' is becoming 
increasingly important as a collective identity and spiritual communication practice (Ismanto et al., 
2025; Noviati, 2018; Prayogi & Danial, 2016) . 

However, in practice, the implementation of the maccera tasi' tradition in Palopo City is no 
longer running as it should. Ideally, this ceremony should be held annually by the fishing community 
in Carede and supported by the local government as a form of cultural preservation. In fact, since 
2017, this tradition is no longer held. This condition indicates a gap between the ideal value of 
cultural preservation and the current social reality, which is affected by modernisation, changing 
beliefs, and limited funding (Mukhtar et al., 2021; Sofii & Salik, 2022; Yuwono, 2019) . 

In the midst of these social changes, there is a significant research opportunity to dig deeper 
into how the meaning of maccera tasi' is still alive in the consciousness of the fishing community and 
the factors that caused the tradition to stop. This research becomes relevant not only for cultural 
documentation, but also to identify the social and communication dynamics of coastal communities 
in the face of changing times. 

Various previous studies have indeed raised the theme of the maccera tasi' tradition, but most 
of them focus on economic aspects, such as the relationship between customary beliefs and 
fishermen's income (Bayu, 2021; Hadi & Bayu, 2021; Ramli et al., 2024) . It is still rare to find studies 
that explore the symbolic meaning and cultural communication values contained in this tradition in 
depth, especially using an anthropological approach to communication. In addition, no study has 
specifically highlighted the social and cultural reasons behind the discontinuation of the tradition 
since 2017 in Palopo City. This indicates a research gap that can be used as a foothold to present a 
new perspective in understanding changes in cultural meanings and the sustainability of local 
traditions in coastal communities. 

The researcher chose the main variable in the form of "communication anthropology" as a 
perspective to understand the maccera tasi' tradition because this approach emphasises symbolic 
interaction and cultural meaning in community communication. Through this approach, it is expected 
to be able to explore the views of the fishing community regarding the essence of the tradition, the 
symbolic meaning it contains, and how social change affects its existence. This approach is considered 
the most appropriate because it is able to explain how symbolic meanings in cultural practices are 
communicated, maintained or changed in daily social interactions. By focusing on community 
symbols, rites and narratives, communication anthropology allows researchers to uncover invisible 
layers of meaning and explore cultural dynamics emicly. 

The purpose of this study is to reveal how the fishing community interprets the maccera tasi' 
tradition and identify the reasons why this tradition is no longer carried out. This research is expected 
to make a theoretical contribution to the development of cultural communication science, especially 
in the local context, as well as providing practical benefits for the preservation of coastal community 
culture and cultural policy making by local governments.  The novelty of this research lies in the use 
of communication anthropology approach to deeply explore the symbolic meaning of the tradition 
and the socio-cultural reasons behind its discontinuation, which have not been widely explained in 
previous studies. 
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METHODS
This research uses a qualitative approach with a descriptive study type that aims to deeply 

understand the meaning of the maccera tasi' tradition in the perspective of the fishing community in 
Carede, Palopo City. This approach was chosen because it is appropriate to explore the cultural values 
contained in the social practices of the community contextually and thoroughly. With the 
communication anthropology study framework and ethnological approach (Nadhiroh, 2021; Widodo, 
2020; Widyaningsih, 2019) this research emphasises the observation of communication patterns and 
cultural symbols inherent in the tradition. 

The research participants consisted of fishing communities in the Carede area who had direct 
experience in the implementation of the maccera tasi' tradition. In addition to active fishermen, 
participants also included community leaders, traditional leaders, and representatives of the Palopo 
City Cultural Office who were considered to have in-depth knowledge of the continuity and meaning 
of the tradition. The presence of various backgrounds of participants is important to ensure that the 
data obtained is rich and representative of the social dynamics that take place. The total number of 
participants in this study was 15 people, consisting of 7 active fishermen, 3 traditional leaders, 2 
community leaders, and 3 representatives from the Culture Office. 

The population in this study includes all fishing communities who live on the Carede coast 
and have direct or indirect involvement in the maccera tasi' tradition. The sampling technique was 
purposive sampling, considering the relevance of the informants' experience and understanding of 
the topic under study. The instrument used was a semi-structured interview guideline containing 
open-ended questions related to the cultural meaning and factors that have caused this tradition to 
stop since 2017. Data validity was maintained through source triangulation techniques, while 
reliability was strengthened by member checking with key informants. 

In the data collection process, the main instrument used was the researcher himself as a 
human instrument, assisted by additional tools in the form of interview guidelines, observation 
sheets, and visual documentation. Interview guidelines allowed the researcher to explore 
participants' narratives flexibly, while observation was used to record behaviours, cultural symbols, 
and the context of social interactions. Documentation was used as a complement in the form of photos 
of activities, archives of traditional events, and relevant government documents. 

 
This research was conducted over three months, from June to August 2022. The process 

began with initial field observations, followed by in-depth interviews and documentation collection. 
Each stage was carried out systematically so that researchers obtained comprehensive data and 
reflected the social and cultural dynamics that occur in the community. All data collected was then 
organised and classified based on the main themes that emerged from the field. The period of June to 
August was selected because it coincides with the harvest season for marine products and is the time 
traditionally used by the community to carry out traditional activities on the coast. 

Furthermore, the data were analysed using qualitative thematic analysis techniques using the 
stages of data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing as proposed by Miles and 
Huberman (Annisa & Mailani, 2023; Kalpokaite & Radivojevic, 2019; Putri et al., 2020) . The analysis 
process was conducted inductively and interpretively, focusing on the meanings constructed by 
participants in their experience of the maccera tasi' tradition. The results of the analysis are examined 
within the framework of anthropological communication theory to interpret the changing cultural 
meanings and social relations that influence the preservation or abandonment of traditions in the 
context of modernisation. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Results  

The results of this study show that the maccera tasi' tradition still has a very strong meaning 
in the collective consciousness of the Carede fishing community, Palopo City. Although it has no longer 
been held since 2017, the fishermen still consider it as a form of gratitude to God for the sustenance 
they get from the sea. This tradition is not only seen as an ordinary traditional event, but as a symbol 
of spiritual communication between humans, nature, and the Creator. As expressed by one of the 
fishermen, "We do maccera tasi' as a thank you, because the sea has given us life every day." 

This meaning is reflected in the informants' narratives, which state that this tradition is an 
important moment in strengthening social relations between residents and fostering the spirit of 
gotong royong. In its implementation, the community is actively involved from preparation to the 
peak day, including in the collection of funds independently. This indicates that maccera tasi' also 
functions as a medium for social solidarity. 

However, some informants regretted that the implementation of this tradition has stopped 
over the past five years. The main factor cited was the decline in community belief in certain 
customary practices that are considered less in line with Islamic teachings, such as the slaughter of 
animals as offerings. In addition, the absence of funding allocations from the government and the lack 
of institutional support are additional causes for the cessation of this activity. 

The findings also show that modernisation has had a major influence on the changing 
attitudes of fishing communities. The influx of technology and information has shifted the younger 
generation's perspective on local cultural heritage. Some of them consider that traditions such as 
maccera tasi' are no longer relevant and need to be replaced with new forms of activities that are 
more modern and rational.  

 
No. Key Finding Themes Sub-Findings Source of Information 
1. The Meaning of Maccera Tasi' 

Tradition 
Gratitude for marine 
products, honouring 
ancestors, warding off bad 
luck 

Interviews with 
fishermen and traditional 
leaders 

2. Social Role of Tradition Strengthen social solidarity, 
mutual aid, collective 
communication 

Field observation 

3. Causes of Tradition Breakdown Lack of funding, conflicting 
values with Islamic 
teachings, lack of OPD 
support 

Informants from the 
Culture Office 

4. Influence of Modernisation Younger generation less 
interested, changing values 
towards adat 

Young resident interview 

5. Proposed Revitalisation of 
Traditions 

Repackaged as a cultural-
religious festival, 
collaboration with the 
government 

Community and RT/RW 
leaders 

 
 
The relationship between themes shows that the symbolic meaning and social function of the 

maccera tasi' tradition are mutually reinforcing. The spiritual meaning encourages collective 
practices that strengthen solidarity, but the influence of modernisation and new values has resulted 
in a mismatch that has led to the cessation of these cultural practices. However, some community 
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leaders and the older generation are still working to revive the tradition in a format that is more in 
line with Islamic values. They propose that this traditional event be repackaged into a religious 
cultural festival and made an annual agenda for regional cultural tourism. This shows that there is 
still room for cultural negotiation between tradition preservation and value renewal. 

Overall, the results of this study reveal that maccera tasi' has complex social, spiritual and 
symbolic dimensions. It functions as a mechanism for social integration as well as an expression of 
local values. However, its sustainability is highly dependent on the support of the community, the 
government, and successful adaptation to the context of religious values and the times. 
 
Discussion 

The results showed that the maccera tasi' tradition has a strong symbolic meaning for the 
fishing community in Carede, Palopo City. This tradition is understood as a form of gratitude for the 
abundance of sea products, as well as respect for ancestors who have passed on knowledge and life 
values (Junida, 2019; Mustamin, 2016) . In addition, the implementation of this tradition is also a 
form of hope for safety and prosperity in living life as a fisherman. Through this activity, the 
community not only carries out traditional rituals, but also strengthens their spiritual relationship 
with God and maintains harmony with the surrounding nature and fellow humans. 

Furthermore, the implementation of this tradition also shows its social function in 
strengthening relationships between residents through gotong royong, solidarity, and social 
interaction. As asserted by Koentjaraningrat, culture is not only the result of copyright, taste, and 
karsa, but also the value system that maintains the social structure of society (Arif Musthofa & Ali, 
2021; Sumarto, 2019; Syakhrani & Kamil, 2022) . The maccera tasi' tradition reflects these values 
because it involves the collective participation of the community in all stages of implementation, from 
the collection of funds to the implementation of traditional events at the harbour. 

However, modernisation and the development of religious understanding have brought 
significant changes to the sustainability of this tradition. The introduction of new, more rational 
values and religious teachings that reject the practice of symbolic offerings such as animal sacrifices 
to the sea have influenced people's perspectives, especially the younger generation. This finding is 
consistent with Van Reusen's view that tradition is a dynamic entity and can change according to 
social and cultural conditions (Afriansyah et al., 2024; Erynayati et al., 2021; Kuriandini & Artono, 
2021) . 

In this context, there is a process of acculturation between customary values and religious 
values that dominate community life. Some people try to combine the two value systems by proposing 
a transformation of the maccera tasi' tradition into a more Sharia-compliant activity, such as praying 
together at sea without the element of offerings. This illustrates the important process of cultural 
negotiation in maintaining ancestral heritage without ignoring the Islamic values adopted by the 
majority of the community. 

On the other hand, the lack of local government attention and the absence of a special budget 
for cultural preservation are structural obstacles in reviving this tradition. This confirms the 
important role of formal institutions in supporting the revitalisation of local culture. The concept of 
cultural sustainability emphasises that cultural preservation requires collaboration between the 
community and the government so that traditions are not only maintained as romanticism of the past 
(Pattiwael, 2018;  Resky Annisa Damayanti et al., 2024; Romadhona et al., 2022) , but also as potential 
for identity development and cultural tourism. 

Thus, the maccera tasi' tradition is at a critical point between preservation and 
transformation. This research confirms that cultural preservation cannot be done statically, but must 
be adjusted to the dynamics of the times and the prevailing values. In the context of communication 
anthropology, the sustainability of traditions is determined by the ability of communities to 
reinterpret cultural symbols and practices in accordance with the social and religious developments 
they face. The communication anthropology approach enriches the analysis because it not only sees 
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tradition as a symbolic practice, but also as a cross-generational communication process full of 
meaning. By understanding local narratives, ritual symbolism and community interactions during the 
implementation of traditions, this approach reveals the dynamics of adaptation and negotiation of 
meaning that occur in social and religious changes in coastal communities. 
 

CONCLUSION 
This research reflects that the maccera tasi' tradition has symbolic depth and social values 

that reflect the attachment of coastal communities to nature, spirituality and their social relations. 
This tradition is not only about rites, but also about how people build cultural communication and 
negotiate identity amidst changing values and times. The absence of this tradition since 2017 
indicates the friction between local values, modernisation and religious reinterpretation. However, 
the potential for revitalisation remains open if there is an inclusive integration between local wisdom 
and contextual religious approaches. Theoretically, this study enriches the field of communication 
anthropology by showing how cultural symbols are not only inherited, but also negotiated and 
recontextualised by the communities that experience them. In addition, the results provide a practical 
contribution to local culture preservation strategies based on community participation and 
intersectoral collaboration. 
 

This research shows the existence of cultural dynamics in coastal communities that continue 
to adapt to changing times. Although this tradition is starting to be abandoned, some people still have 
the desire to revitalise maccera tasi' in a form that is more in line with Islamic values and the current 
context. Thus, the results of this study not only illustrate the meaning of tradition from an 
anthropological and communicative perspective, but also open space for the development of cultural 
policies based on local wisdom and religious values. Local traditions such as maccera tasi' have the 
potential to live on if they can be repackaged in a contextualised, inclusive and sustainable format. 
 

AUTHOR'S CONTRIBUTION 
RR was responsible for the conceptualisation, data collection, analysis, and interpretation of 

the study. RR also wrote and revised the manuscript, approved the final version, and was responsible 
for all aspects of the study. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://doi.org/10.64780/sshr.v1i1.23


 Risky et al. |  Maccera Tasi' Tradition of Palopo City Fishermen (A Communication Anthropology Study) 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.64780/sshr.v1i1.23  7 

REFERENCES 
Afriansyah, A., Sari, W. W., & Sukmayadi, T. (2024). The "Panjang Jimat" Tradition of Kasepuhan 

Cirebon in Strengthening National Identity. Journal of Social Sciences Research,5 (2), Article 2. 
https://doi.org/10.23917/sosial.v5i2.5746 

Annisa, I. S., & Mailani, E. (2023). Analysis of factors causing student difficulties in thematic learning 
using the miles and huberman method in class iv sd negeri 060800 medan area. Innovative: 
Journal Of Social Science Research,3 (2), Article 2. 

Arif Musthofa, M., & Ali, H. (2021). Factors Affecting Critical Thinking in Islamic Education in 
Indonesia: System, Tradition, Culture. Journal of Applied Management Science,3 (1), 1-19. 
https://doi.org/10.31933/jimt.v3i1.666 

Bayu, Y. (2021). Islamic Education Values in Cultural Learning Model. Al-Hasanah: Islamic Religious 
Education Journal,6 (2), 170-190. https://doi.org/10.51729/6238 

Erynayati, L., Geriadi, M. A. D., & Sawitri, N. P. Y. R. (2021). Consumer Choice in Using the Go-Food 
Feature: Usability Variables as Moderators. Journal of Economics,26 (1), Article 1. 
https://doi.org/10.24912/je.v26i1.715 

Fariha, U., & Pane, I. (2023). Safar Bathing Ritual in Tanjung Punak Village Rupat District, Bengkalis 
Regency Riau Province. EDUCATE: Journal of Education and Culture,1 (1), Article 1. 
https://doi.org/10.61493/educate.v1i1.12 

Hadi, S., & Bayu, Y. (2021). Building Religious Harmony through a Local Wisdom-Based Islamic 
Education Learning Model in Higher Education. Tarbiyah Wa Ta'lim: Journal of Education and 
Learning Research, 23-36. https://doi.org/10.21093/twt.v8i1.3111 

Haeran, H. (2019). Macce rak Pa rek Tradition as a Form of Local Wisdom of the Bugis Tribe 
Community in East Tanjung Jabung Jambi. Sabda: Journal of Cultural Studies,14 (2), 133-147. 
https://doi.org/10.14710/sabda.14.2.133-147 

Ismanto, T. Y., Toruan, T. L., Widodo, P., Taufik, R. M., & Aritonang, S. (2025). Phenomenology of the 
Role of Traditional Leaders in Maintaining Tradition and Cultural Identity in Mountainous 
Papua. Al Qalam: Scientific Journal of Religion and Society,19 (2), Article 2. 
https://doi.org/10.35931/aq.v19i2.4189 

Junida, D. S. (2019). Mappadendang as a Joint Tradition of To Wani Tolotang Community with 
Muslims. Dialogue,42 (1), Article 1. https://doi.org/10.47655/dialog.v42i1.319 

Kalpokaite, N., & Radivojevic, I. (2019). Demystifying Qualitative Data Analysis for Novice Qualitative 
Researchers. The Qualitative Report. https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2019.4120 

Kuriandini, D. N., & Artono, A. (2021). The Tradition of Ruwatan Agung Nuswantara in Mojokerto 
Regency 1959-2019. Avatara: Journal of History Education,10 (2). 
https://ejournal.unesa.ac.id/index.php/avatara/article/view/39737 

Mukhtar, J., Yunus, Y., & Nugroho, I. (2021). Integration of Local Cultural Community Activities and 
Institutions in Tolerance Education. Al-Izzah: Journal of Research Results,0 (0), 43-57. 
https://doi.org/10.31332/ai.v0i0.2676 

Mustamin, K. (2016). Symbolic Meanings in the Maccera' Tappareng Tradition at Lake Tempe, Wajo 
Regency. Al-Ulum,16 (1), Article 1. https://doi.org/10.30603/au.v16i1.28 

Nadhiroh, U. (2021). The Role of Javanese Language Learning in Preserving Javanese Culture. 
JISABDA: Scientific Journal of Literature and Regional Languages, and Their Teaching,3 (1), 1-
10. https://doi.org/10.26877/jisabda.v3i1.9223 

Noviati, E. (2018). The existence of Tembang Macapat values among young people as a filter for the 
influence of alkuturation. Dewa Ruci: Journal of Art Assessment and Creation,13 (1), Article 1. 
https://doi.org/10.33153/dewaruci.v13i1.2505 

Pattiwael, M. (2018). Concept of Conservation-Based Ecotourism Development in Malagufuk Village, 
Sorong Regency. Journal of Dedication to Papua Community,1 (1), 42-54. 
https://doi.org/10.34124/269163 

https://doi.org/10.64780/sshr.v1i1.23


 Risky et al. |  Maccera Tasi' Tradition of Palopo City Fishermen (A Communication Anthropology Study) 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.64780/sshr.v1i1.23  8 

Prayogi, R., & Danial, E. (2016). Shifting Cultural Values in the Bonai Tribe as Civic Culture in Bonai 
Darussalam District, Rokan Hulu Regency, Riau Province. HUMANIKA,23 (1), 61-79. 
https://doi.org/10.14710/humanika.23.1.61-79 

Putri, B. M. A., Mudzanatun, M., & Putri, A. D. S. (2020). Analysis of Teachers' Pedagogical Competence 
in Implementing Basic Teaching Skills in Thematic Learning. Indonesian Journal of 
Educational Research and Review,3 (1), 136-143. https://doi.org/10.23887/ijerr.v3i1.25183 

Ramli, A., Surahim, I., & Yusni, Y. (2024). Maccera Tasi' Tradition in Literary Perspective in Palopo City. 
DEIKTIS: Journal of Language and Literature Education,4 (3), Article 3. 
https://doi.org/10.53769/deiktis.v4i3.807 

Resky Annisa Damayanti, Elda Franzia Jasjfi, Atridia Wilastrina, Jelly Tan, & Rosidianti Alifah. (2024). 
Application of the Social Sustainability Concept in the Residential House of the Overseas 
Minangkabau People. Journal of Dimensions of Art and Design,20 (2), 175-190. 
https://doi.org/10.25105/dim.v20i2.17226 

Romadhona, M. K., Subagyono, B. S. A., & Agustin, D. (2022). Examining Sustainability Dimension in 
Corporate Social Responsibility of ExxonMobil Cepu: An Overview of Socio-Cultural and 
Economic Aspects. Journal of Social Development Studies,3 (2). 
https://doi.org/10.22146/jsds.5038 

Sofii, I., & Salik, Y. (2022). Tolerance Education Based on Contextual Learning of Community Local 
Wisdom. Iqra' Scientific Journal,16 (2), Article 2. https://doi.org/10.30984/jii.v16i2.1838 

Sumarto, S. (2019). Culture, Understanding and Application. Journal of Literasiology,1 (2), Article 2. 
https://doi.org/10.47783/literasiologi.v1i2.49 

Syakhrani, A. W., & Kamil, M. L. (2022). Culture and Culture: A Review of Various Experts, Forms of 
Culture, 7 Universal Elements of Culture. Cross-Border,5 (1), Article 1. 

Widodo, A. (2020). The Cultural Value of Topat War Ritual as a Source of Social Studies Learning 
Based on Local Wisdom in Elementary Schools. Gulawentah: Journal of Social Studies,5 (1), 1. 
https://doi.org/10.25273/gulawentah.v5i1.6359 

Widyaningsih, H. (2019). Community empowerment in tourism village development and its socio-
cultural implications in sendangagung village, minggir, sleman. Journal of Indonesian Tourism, 
Hospitality and Recreation,2 (1), Article 1. https://doi.org/10.17509/jithor.v2i1.16433 

Yunus, Y. (2025). Maccera Tasi Ritual in Improving the Social Status of the Community. Journal of 
science and social research,8 (1), Article 1. https://doi.org/10.54314/jssr.v8i1.2654 

Yuwono, D. B. (2019). Livelihood Shifts and the Fading of Sea Gratitude Rituals in the Bugis Fishermen 
Community in Sungailiat Bangka. Al-Qalam,25 (2), Article 2. 
https://doi.org/10.31969/alq.v25i2.753 

 

https://doi.org/10.64780/sshr.v1i1.23

