open s
access &\) :

Culture, Art, and Tourism

Efforts to Preserve the Cultural Heritage of the Ki Ageng Chasan Besari
Mosque in Susukan District, Banjarnegara Regency

Fahmi Nur Latif?, Dedy Riyadin Saputro?
UIN Prof K.H. Saifuddin Zuhri Purwokerto

Correspondence: Dedyrian@uinsaizu.ac.id

Received: May, 08, 2025 | Revised May, 18, 2025 | Accepted: June, 10, 2025

ABSTRACT:
Background: The Ki Ageng Chasan Besari Mosque in Banjarnegara, founded around 1559, is a
historical site and cultural heritage site for the spread of Islam. Its architecture is unique because it
displays Javanese-Islamic acculturation, characterized by a triple roof and sturdy teak pillars.

Aims: This study aims to comprehensively identify and analyze the preservation efforts of the Ki
Ageng Chasan Besari Mosque in Susukan District, Banjarnegara Regency. The main objective is to
determine the forms of protection, development, and utilization carried out by the mosque
management in their efforts to preserve this cultural heritage site.

Methods: This study uses a qualitative approach with a case study method. Data collection was carried
out using three main techniques: interviews (with the village head, mosque administrators,
community members, and visitors), field observations (conducted directly at the Ki Ageng Chasan
Besari Mosque), and documentation (notes, pictures, works, and recordings). Data analysis was
carried out in stages of data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing.

Results: The analysis shows that the preservation of the Ki Ageng Chasan Besari Mosque is carried out
through three main strategies: physical and legal protection, educational and da'wah development, and
utilization as a religious tourist attraction. However, it is still constrained by limited funds and digital
documentation, so the active role of the community and managers is crucial.

Conclusion: The preservation of the Ki Ageng Chasan Besari Mosque as a cultural heritage site
requires more than just physical protection; its success greatly depends on social synergy, policy
support, utilization based on local values, and active participation from multiple parties. This study is
expected to be an important reference for cultural heritage preservation strategies in Indonesia.
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INTRODUCTION

The Urgency of Cultural Heritage Preservation Research (Variable Y) Cultural heritage
preservation is a very urgent and relevant issue in the context of a nation's sustainable
development. Cultural heritage not only serves as a physical legacy of the past, but also as a marker
of collective identity, a source of historical education, and a basis for the development of cultural-
religious tourism.(Mugiatmi et al., 2024; Periksubmit et al., 2024; Rizqi et al., 2025) The Ki Ageng
Chasan Besari Mosque in Banjarnegara, with its strong traditional architecture and close
connection to the history of the spread of Islam in the region, has essential value that must be
preserved. Therefore, research on Cultural Heritage Preservation (Variable Y) is crucial to ensure
that the historical and spiritual values contained in the site can be passed on and enjoyed by future
generations, while also supporting efforts to protect national assets from the threat of physical
damage and loss of value. (Abdullah et al., 2025; Agustin & Nikmah, 2025)

The Gap Between Ideal Practices and Actual Conditions Ideally, cultural heritage
preservation efforts should be carried out holistically, covering three main pillars: protection
(physical conservation and administrative security), development (research and education), and
utilization (non-destructive use).(Idrus et al., 2025; Jarevsi & Yusuf, 2025; Nafiah & Arsana, 2025;
Setiawan et al., 2025) In practice, significant gaps are often found, especially at sites managed by
local communities or foundations, such as this historic mosque. This gap manifests itself in the form
of limited conservation funds, a lack of standardized digital documentation, and challenges in
balancing the mosque's function as a place of worship and a religious tourist
destination.(Muchibbin et al., 2025; Rianse, 2025; Taufikkurrohman et al,, 2025) This reality calls
for an in-depth analysis of how current preservation efforts can be optimized to align with the ideal
principles of sustainable cultural heritage preservation.

Research Opportunities Given the gap between practice and the urgency of preservation,
this research presents an opportunity to empirically document and analyze community-based
cultural heritage management models. (Rukmana et al., 2025) This research has great potential to
produce specific findings on the synergy between the traditional roles of mosque administrators,
religious leaders, and the community in implementing preservation policies. In addition, the
findings from the case study of the Ki Ageng Chasan Besari Mosque can be developed into practical
guidelines and benchmarks for similar cultural heritage sites in Indonesia, especially those under
non-governmental management, thereby making a real contribution to cultural heritage
management practices.

Research Gap and Novelty Several previous studies tended to focus on historical analysis
and architectural descriptions of the Ki Ageng Chasan Besari Mosque. Existing research is still
limited in thoroughly exploring the managerial aspects and implementation of the action variable,
namely the preservation efforts carried out by multiple parties.(Fareza & Subianto, 2022;
Nursyamsu & Marcillia, 2022) The research gap filled by this study is the lack of comprehensive
understanding of the practical strategies for protection, development, and utilization that have
been implemented in the field, as well as the operational challenges faced. The novelty of this study
lies in the identification of the Preservation Efforts model as a unified process involving physical,
social, and spiritual dimensions, which is reviewed through the framework of national cultural
heritage regulations (Law No. 11 of 2010), thus offering a new perspective on the management of
historical religious sites.

Reasons for Choosing Variable X (Preservation Efforts) The selection of the independent
variable Preservation Efforts (Variable X) is based on the desire to analyze the action and strategy
aspects of preservation, not just a static description of the object. This variable directly tests the
extent to which the legal mandate and philosophy of preservation are translated into concrete
activities, including physical protection, educational program development, and the use of sites as
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centers for religious outreach and tourism. By focusing on efforts or processes, this research can
provide more applicable and strategic recommendations to managers and local governments
regarding concrete steps that must be improved or continued to ensure the sustainability of
cultural heritage sites.

Research Objectives and Contributions The main objective of this research is to describe in
detail the forms of preservation efforts that have been carried out by managers and the community
at the Ki Ageng Chasan Besari Mosque, covering the aspects of protection, development, and
utilization. Theoretically, this research is expected to enrich the literature in the field of Cultural
Heritage Management, particularly case studies of religious sites in rural areas, and provide a new
analytical framework related to policy synergy and the role of the community. Practically, this
research contributes by providing measurable recommendations to the Mosque Management
Foundation, the Banjarnegara Regency Government, and the local community to develop more
effective, integrated, and sustainable preservation strategies.

Cultural heritage not only serves as a physical legacy of the past, but it also acts as a marker
of collective identity and a source of historical education. Furthermore, it forms a basis for the
development of cultural-religious tourism.

METHOD

Research Design

This research uses a qualitative research design with a case study approach(Abid et al.,
2024). The choice of a qualitative design is based on the nature of the research, which aims to
explore and comprehensively understand social phenomena in a specific location, namely the
preservation efforts of the Ki Ageng Chasan Besari Mosque cultural heritage site. Through case
studies, researchers seek to obtain a complete and in-depth picture of the processes, strategies, and
challenges faced by the parties involved in carrying out preservation, which cannot be measured
through numerical data. The main focus is on interpreting the meaning and social roles underlying
every preservation action carried out by the community and managers.

Participants

The key participants in this study are those who are directly involved and play a central role
in the preservation and management of the Ki Ageng Chasan Besari Mosque. They are referred to as
Key Informants. The criteria for informants include: Mosque Foundation Managers, local Religious
Leaders/Ulama, Village Heads or authorized village officials, Representatives of the Community
around the mosque, and regular Visitors or pilgrims. Determining these participants is important in
order to obtain diverse perspectives (source triangulation) from the dimensions of policy,
spirituality, management, and public views on preservation activities.

Population and the methods of sampling Instrumentation

The target population in this study is all individuals who have connections, interactions, or
responsibilities related to the existence and preservation of the Ki Ageng Chasan Besari Mosque.
Given the qualitative nature of the research and case study, the sampling technique used is
purposive sampling, combined with snowball sampling if necessary. Purposive Sampling was
chosen to select informants who were considered to be the most knowledgeable, credible, and
relevant to the focus of the research, as mentioned in the Participant section. This technique
ensures that the information collected is rich and in-depth, rather than for statistical generalization.
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Instruments

The main instrument in this qualitative research is the researcher himself (human
instrument), who acts as a collector, analyst, and interpreter of data. Supporting instruments used
to collect data include:

1. Interview Guide: Contains a list of open-ended questions tailored to each category of
participant, focusing on aspects of protection, development, and utilization of cultural
heritage sites.

2. Observation Guide: Used to record the physical condition of the building, worship activities,
social interactions, and maintenance efforts observed in the field.

3. Documentation: In the form of field notes, photographs, audio recordings, and archival data
related to the history and regulations of the mosque.

Psychometric Properties (Validity and Reliability

The research procedure is divided into three main stages, starting with the Pre-Field Stage
(submitting permits, preliminary studies, determining informants, and preparing instruments),
followed by the Field Stage during a certain period that focuses on participatory observation, in-
depth interviews, and documentation collection. The stage ends with the Data Analysis Stage, which
includes reduction, data presentation (coding, categorization), and drawing conclusions. To ensure
the trustworthiness of the qualitative findings, validity was tested primarily through triangulation,
by comparing data from various sources (informants) and methods (interviews, observation, and
documentation).
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Analysis Plan

Data analysis is applied inductively and carried out continuously from the beginning of data
collection. The analysis model used refers to the Miles and Huberman framework, which includes
three interactive activity streams:

Analysis Stages

Definition and Main Objectives

Key Outputs and
Activities

1. Data Reduction

The process of selecting,
focusing, simplifying, abstracting,
and transforming raw data
obtained from the field.

Data that is relevant,
focused on research
questions, and simplified
through coding of
interview transcripts,
observation results, and
documentation.

2. Data Display

The process of presenting an
organized set of data to facilitate
understanding and identify
patterns or relationships
between research variables.

A systematic narrative,
matrix, table, or chart
showing the relationship
between variables (e.g.,
protection, development,
and utilization).

3. Drawing
Conclusions/Verification

The process of drawing general
conclusions based on patterns
and themes that emerge from the
data presentation, then testing
their validity and reliability.

Conclusions of research
that have been verified and
tested for validity.
Verification was carried out
through triangulation

(comparing data from
various sources and
methods).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Result

The results of the study show that the efforts to preserve the Ki Ageng Chasan Besari
Mosque Cultural Heritage Site are carried out based on a framework of three main pillars, namely
Protection, Development, and Utilization, in line with the mandate of Law Number 11 of 2010
concerning Cultural Heritage. In terms of Protection, physical conservation efforts focused on the
routine maintenance of architectural elements of historical value, such as the three-layered roof
and four teak pillars, which were carried out independently by the mosque administrators and the
community, with a strong emphasis on the originality of the materials. Administratively and legally,
the mosque's status as a cultural heritage site has been recognized and protected by the local
government, which legitimizes the security and documentation measures taken. Meanwhile, the
Development aspect is realized through the mosque's function as a center for education on the
history of the spread of Islam in the region and cultural acculturation, supported by regular da'wah
activities and active efforts to engage the younger generation through religious and social activities,
although digital documentation still needs to be improved. Finally, in terms of utilization, the
mosque is effectively functioning as a religious tourist destination, where pilgrim visits are
managed in such a way as not to interfere with its main function as a place of worship, while even
providing a positive economic impact for the local community around it.
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Discussion

Based on these findings, it can be concluded that the Ki Ageng Chasan Besari Mosque
Preservation Efforts have succeeded in integrating material conservation responsibilities with the
preservation of its social functions and spiritual values, reflecting a modern approach to cultural
heritage management.(Kandil, 2024; Mohamed & Amany, 2023; Sedayu et al., 2021) This success is
mainly driven by the strong role of the local community, motivated by religious and historical ties, a
determining factor that is in line with the theory of participatory preservation.(Canbolat & Giiltekin,
2025; Effendi & Arifi, 2023) However, this study also identifies challenges, particularly regarding
funding, which is still heavily dependent on community self-reliance, as well as the need for
modernization in terms of documentation and digital promotion. This gap indicates that although
physical protection efforts have been effective in preserving the originality of the site, development
aspects, especially in terms of technological adaptation, still need to be strengthened so that the
historical narrative of the mosque can reach a wider and more current audience. Thus, current
preservation efforts are effective in maintaining physical existence, but must be strengthened in
terms of institutional development and information technology to ensure the sustainability of
cultural values.

The results of this study have dual implications, both at the policy and managerial levels.
The policy implications suggest that the Banjarnegara Regency Government needs to develop a
more structured and sustainable funding support scheme, not only oriented towards physical
maintenance, but also covering historical narrative development and archive digitization programs.
The managerial implications require the Mosque Management Foundation to immediately develop
standard operating procedures (SOPs) for cultural heritage maintenance and to form a special team
focused on digital marketing to optimize the use of mosques as centers of education and modern
religious tourism, while maintaining the sanctity of the sites.

The contribution of this research is both theoretical and practical. Theoretically, this study
enriches the literature on Cultural Heritage Management by presenting an empirical model that
demonstrates the synergy between government regulations (the Cultural Heritage Law) and
community self-help initiatives in implementing the three pillars of preservation. Practically, these
findings serve as measurable guidelines (best practices) for managers of similar cultural heritage
sites in Indonesia, especially religious sites that operate with the dual function of places of worship
and historical sites, in formulating more effective preservation strategies.

Despite providing important findings, this study has several limitations. First, the
geographical scope focused on a single object makes the findings not fully generalizable to all
cultural heritage sites in Indonesia. Second, the qualitative focus of the design limits the study's
ability to measure the effectiveness of preservation programs quantitatively, for example in terms
of increased pilgrim visits or total conservation funds raised. Third, there are limitations in
accessing financial data from self-help groups, resulting in a less in-depth analysis of preservation
funding.

Based on the results and limitations, this study proposes several recommendations for
mosque managers. It is recommended to improve digital documentation and actively utilize social
media for education, as well as establish partnerships with conservation agencies or universities for
technical assistance in architectural maintenance. For local governments, it is recommended to
allocate regular, measurable grants specifically for community-managed cultural heritage sites and
to facilitate training in tourism and conservation management for managers. Finally, for future
researchers, it is recommended to conduct comparative studies with cultural heritage mosques in
other regions or to develop quantitative research to measure the economic and social impact of the
use of these sites.
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The Ki Ageng Chasan Besari Mosque in Banjarnegara, founded around 1559 and known for
its Javanese-Islamic acculturation architecture (triple roof and sturdy teak pillars) , is a historical
site and cultural heritage site for the spread of Islam. This study aims to comprehensively identify
and analyze the preservation efforts—covering protection, development, and utilization—carried
out by the mosque management. Using a qualitative approach with a case study method , data was
collected through interviews with stakeholders, field observations, and documentation. The
analysis shows that preservation is carried out through three main strategies : physical and legal
protection that prioritizes originality (especially of key architectural elements like the soko guru),
educational and da'wah development which maintains its function as a center for local history
education , and utilization as an effective religious tourist attraction that provides positive
economic impact without interfering with its main function as a place of worship. However, these
efforts are constrained by limited funds and digital documentation , making the active role and
social synergy of the community, religious leaders, and managers crucial for its success and
sustainability.
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CONCLUSION

Research on the Preservation Efforts of the Ki Ageng Chasan Besari Mosque Cultural Heritage Site
in Susukan District, Banjarnegara Regency, concludes that the preservation efforts have been
carried out comprehensively, covering physical, social, and spiritual dimensions. This preservation
is implemented through three main pillars: Protection, Development, and Utilization, which are in
line with Law Number 11 of 2010. In terms of Protection, the main success lies in physical
maintenance that prioritizes originality, especially in important architectural elements such as soko
guru, supported by legal recognition as a cultural heritage site. Furthermore, in terms of
Development, the mosque has successfully maintained its function as a center for local history
education and preaching, but faces challenges in modernization, especially in terms of digital
documentation and outreach to the younger generation. Meanwhile, the Utilization aspect of the
site as a religious tourist destination has been effective and has had a positive economic impact,
without interfering with its main function as a place of worship. Overall, the key factor in the
success of this preservation is the strong active participation of the local community, religious
leaders, and mosque administrators. However, for this preservation to be sustainable, more
structured funding support from the local government and more massive adoption of digital
technology are needed to strengthen the historical narrative and promotion of the site to a wider
audience. The findings highlight that despite success in physical maintenance, strengthening
institutional development and technology adoption is crucial for the long-term sustainability of the
cultural values. (Penyempurnaan ringan untuk meringkas hasil tantangan).

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT
FNL was responsible for Conceptualization, Methodology, Investigation, Data Curation, and
Drafting. DRS provided Overall Supervision, Formal Analysis, Review, Editing, and Validation,
contributing to Methodology, Resource Provision, and Substantive Review and Editing. All authors,
FNL and DRS, have reviewed and approved the final version of the manuscript. The lead author,
FNL, takes full responsibility for the authenticity of the data and the entire content of the
manuscript.

27
DOI:



Lathif et al. | Efforts to Preserve the Cultural Heritage of the Ki Ageng Chasan Besari Mosque in Susukan
District, Banjarnegara Regency

REFERENCES

Abdullah, Annavi Muhammad Rizki, Nor Rahim, Fitria Maulida, Husnul Khatimah, Lisda Yulianti,
Maulida Rahmah, Saudah, and Shufia Azizah. 2025. “Historical study of the cultural heritage of
the tomb of syech abdurrahman abdurrahim in the village of batang banyu.” Journal of
Psychosocial and Education 1(1):1-13.

Agustin, Afifah Yulan, and Khoirun Nikmah. 2025. “The Menggung Site as Historical and Cultural
Heritage: The Role of Tradition and Local Wisdom in Its Preservation.” Etos: Journal of
Community Service 7(2):125-35. d0i:10.47453 /etos.v7i2.3622.

Canbolat, Ayse Nur, and Nevin Giiltekin. 2025. “Sacred and Cultural Heritage of Sacred Cities.”
PLANARCH - Design and Planning Research 9(1):21-30. doi:10.54864 /planarch.1563477.
Effendi, Satria, and Mahmid Arifi. 2023. “ISLAMIC STUDY: CULTURAL ASPECTS (HISTORIC
MOSQUES).” Profetika: Jurnal Studi Islam 24(01):131-36.

doi:10.23917 /profetika.v24i01.1688.

Fareza, Dimas Okky, and Agus Subianto. 2022. “Community Participation in the Preservation of
Cultural Heritage in the Ampel Area of Surabaya.” Public Sphere Review 1-7.
doi:10.30649/psr.v1i2.30.

Idrus, Sitti Hairani, La Ode Agus Said, Siti Kadri Yanti Sari, Muh Rijal, and Nabila Syam. 2025.
“Analysis of Sustainable Tourism Development Policies in Supporting Local and National
Cultural Preservation.” Journal of  Mandalika Literature 6(1):192-202.
doi:10.36312/jml.v6i1.3773.

Jarevsi, Jarevsi, and Hudaidah Yusuf. 2025. “Strategies for Preserving the Bukit Siguntang
Inscription in Enhancing the Attractiveness of Sriwijaya Kingdom Historical Tourism.” Jurnal
Artefak 12(1):59-70. doi:10.25157 /ja.v12i1.182109.

Kandil, Ehsan A. Hakim. 2024. “The Impact of Restricted Access and Worship at Religious Heritage
Sites on Religious Harmony: A Case Study of Temple Mount/ Haram al-Sharif.” International
Journal for Holistic Research 0:1-7. do0i:10.21608/ijhr.2024.282468.1009.

Qualitative Research Methods - Google Books. n.d. Retrieved November 5, 2025.
https://www.google.co.id/books/edition/Metode_Penelitian_Kualitatif/dSpAIXuGUCUC?hl=i
d&gbpv=1&dg=metode+penelitian+kualitatif&pg=PR10&printsec=frontcover.

Mohamed, Saker, and Amany. 2023. “Harmony and Heritage: A Comparative Analysis of Religious,
Social, and Cultural Celebrations at Sayyida Nafisa Mosque and the Al-Shorta Mosque in
Egypt.” Arts and Architecture Journal 4(2):336-54. doi:10.21608/aaj.2024.277005.1057.

Muchibbin, Achmad, Sela Aga Pramistya, and Nurul Ain. 2025. “The Impact of Religious Tourism at
the Syeikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Solo on the Growth of Surrounding MSMEs: A Local
Economic Analysis Based on Sharia Tourism.” Jurnal Intelek Dan Cendikiawan Nusantara
2(3):2184-90.

Mugiatmi, Fatmah, Dwi Oktaviana Putri, Aziz Herliawan, Sarah Nur Baeti, Fachreza Reyhan,
Abiansyah, Didit Tri Tamtomo, Kinanti Dwiti Purnomo Putri, Achmad Tofani, Sukma Lailatul
Huda, Nasifah Dereh, and Hanifah Sa’diah. 2024. “Preserving Spiritual Heritage Through
Branding and Management of the Batuagung Site as a Cultural Heritage Site.” Kampelmas
3(1):263-69.

Nafiah, Ida Faizahtun, and I. Wayan Arsana. 2025. “Community Participation in Candi Pari Village,
Porong District, Sidoarjo Regency in Efforts to Preserve and Conserve Candi Pari as a Cultural
Heritage Site of the Majapahit Empire.” Multidisciplinary Scientific Research Journal
2(01):1032-40.

Nursyamsu, Lathifa, and Syam Rachma Marcillia. 2022. “Perceptions of the Preservation of Cultural
Heritage Buildings that are Tourist Attractions in Kotagede.” ATRIUM: Journal of Architecture
8(1):39-54. d0i:10.21460/atrium.v8i1.171.

Periksubmit, Aristia Kusuma, Dian Kusumowardani, and Tri Wahyuni. 2024. “The important role of
the preparation stage in the process of conducting the conservation of cultural heritage areas

28
DOI:



Lathif et al. | Efforts to Preserve the Cultural Heritage of the Ki Ageng Chasan Besari Mosque in Susukan
District, Banjarnegara Regency

and cultural heritage buildings.” Journal of Innovation Research and Knowledge 4(1):349-62.
doi:10.53625/jirk.v4i1.7900.

Rianse, Muhammad Suriyadarman. 2025. “Strategies for Developing Religious Tourism at the Al
Alam Mosque in Kendari City.” Journal of Modern Technology and Science 2(2):74-80.
doi:10.69930/jtsm.v2i2.353.

Rizqi, Muhammad Nur Fatchan, Yuanita FD Sidabutar, Herlina Suciati, Panusunan Nainggolan, and
Raflis Tanjung. 2025. “THE ROLE OF PRESERVING HISTORICAL BUILDING MATERIALS IN
SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION IN CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS TOURISM
AREAS.” Zona Sipil: Civil Engineering Study Program, Batam University 15(2).
doi:10.37776/zs.v15i2.1935.

Rukmana, Asep R., Rizal Abdul Hakim, and Neneng Siti Maryam. 2025. "Application Of the penta
helix model in the management of the malabar radio site cultural heritage by the bandung
regency culture and tourism office." GOVERNANCE: Scientific Journal of Local Political Studies
and Development 12(1):154-64. doi:10.56015/gjikplp.v12i1.522.

Sedayu, Agung, Achmad Gat Gautama, Sukmayati Rahmah, and Arief Rakhman Setiono. 2021.
“Religious Tolerance, Cultural, Local Wisdom and Reliability in the Great Mosque Building of
Mataram Kotagede Yogyakarta.” Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable
Development 12(4):593-608. doi:10.1108/JCHMSD-06-2020-0088.

Setiawan, Athaya Mazaya Rifa, Totti Waluyo, and Arkananta Liddan. 2025. “Analysis of the Historic
City Landscape of Parakan Using the Historic Urban Landscape (HUL) Approach.” Journal of
Architecture and Human Experience 3(2):113-28. d0i:10.59810/archimane.v3i2.139.

Taufikkurrohman, Diki, Sholikhin, Widadi, Moch Alfin Hadi, Hilda Nur Azizah, and Moh Ali Aziz.
2025. “Mosque Preaching Strategy in Tourism Areas Through Experiential Marketing.”
QULUBANA: Journal of Da'wah Management 6(1):74-95. doi:10.54396/qlb.v6i1.1955.

29
DOI:



